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History is best recorded in the
heart. It is most alive in memories.
What follows, hopefully, will touch
both memory and heart. It is what
may have happened based on what did
happen. And there will be a joyful
noise of laughter and praise to this
God who loves so deeply.




—_—

# . ; ral Of The Most cramer }‘%

\ Immaculate Heart of Mar e\
Nativity of Our Lok :

SRR 00 Lty Qucen or FRRA IR

Sacred Heart Church
St. Albert The Greal




Father John W. Markham



Mirrors

God wanted a mirror. God did not need a mirror, but
Giod wanted 3 mirror. God willed & mirror!

Why mot? A reflection of love and being loved?

A mirror as an idesiity of its own, 11 does not need to
reflect anything, Bul in o poetic « vel rénl ~way o mirrar
wanis to do what mirrors do,

It began with creation. Creation reflects many things.
Creation & a mirror. Creation gives reflections of God.
Ciind's beauty. power, order and life. Mostly lifg.

As kids we usetd to pluy a game called 20 questiom.
Thee was only. one elue: One of us would staie that he
wiii thinking of something which was either “vegetable”,
“mineral”, or “animal”. We would all try to discover
whal the leader wat thinking of by aiking questions. The
leader could anywer only “yes or “no” to our guestions.
We wisild try 1o guess what our [riend was thinking of -
in 20 gquestions or [ees, 10 was fun,

| think God likes fun, S0 God willed & mirror, Many
mirrors - in which 1o see His rellection. Mirrors af vege-
table, mineral and animal - reflections of Himsell

My favorite st the Michigan Stute Fair was the Fun
Haonise - with jis special armay of mimrors. We would stand
there for hoirs - making faces - assuming poses - laugh-
ing. Sametimes the mirror would make us oul 10 be Lhe
wuy we used to be - sometimes the wiy we wanted 1o be -
somietimes the way we really are. The last mirner in the

Fun House would always be o plsin mirmos. What a
refied. It felt pood 10 be the way we are.

Ench of us is a mirror. A mirror of God. Really, We
walk through the fun-house of life and in all of us thore
are plimpses of the Father, glimpaon of Jeius - glimpres
al the Spirit. God walks through the Fun Howse wi:fluuu
and whan we reflect enviigh love and being loved we rise
from this life and continue oir fen for ever and ever.

St. Elizabeth Parish has beea the place of mirrors for
100 years - a kind af Fun House. The mirrors have beon
cach of us, Recciving the Socraments, lving scriplure,
hearing sermons and homilies, attending school, minis-
tering. enjoying. The Chirch i people. God's favorite
miTrar.

There have been thousands of mirrors over 100 years
Many have risen; svme have moved: some are ungle;
sonte murtied; ofhizrs wre priests, beothers, nuns. Not one
b ever lefl this family, "Where your treasure is, there
vour hesrt shull ko be”

Junc 23, 19835 A day of memories. A day of futores. A
day of nows 100 years of being mirromn.

1L was great 1o Jook st mirroes in the Fun House a1 the
Michigan Siate Fair, :

It's even greater (o ben inirror. Striving 1o reflect Giod
and His love, No wonder we've gone for 100 years

We'll go on forever. Being mirrars!

tiha.

Pastor - Su Elirabeth Family



51, Efizabeih’s Firl Hectory and Church
Dediciied June 21, 1RES




I. Beginnings . .

1885-1896

New Buildings: 2 Churches!
New Life As A Parish/School

She wan atvoped pow. Bul otherwise aging had been
kel 1o lika, The wrmkles Became her gentle, almoat ohy
amile 48 ahe traced (he cornerstone with her fnger

The fofka around thought this Romancigue strsciure
was old, Her uncle, the first pasior bere, hadd budlt it Ab -
Lincle Anthoay. She sat down to be with her megmorics

Sundays were always spesial in the old codntry. Firsd
there wak church, Papa was the musician in the family,
and hie sang a8 loud 22 he plaved. *Oh, Lord my God
" The Swadish hymi warmed her whole being,

Sunday, Adgust 15, 1B6T, was one she'd never Torget,
Her favorite uncle, Anthony, was feaving lor the pria-
haod. All the family chme by - food, laughter, singlng
She used 1o love (o mess kis wavy hair, ho'd hold her high
in the air and thin bring her down for 2 hug. Tedoy his
hug secmed long

Father Saibnms Soeneon
Fommidey

“laly, Hitle (ks I'm going to laly (omorrow.™

“Littke te, mama. Uncle wants o little tea.”

Anthony studied in [taly for sin yeors. At 21 he wis
too young to be ordaimed, The Lord had colled the young
Swede 10 Americs, and he came.

In his journal he wriles;

Chober 24, [884

My Logd, how dear these poopie are te my heart. Efeven
sears I frave wafbod wilh thesn. Bl Yiw've piven me si
muany children here at 38, Joseph's. Lord, There are over
o thowxand Lerilics

Today I received the Bubop's decroe 1o begin a2 pew
parmiie | wili be s father to ihem. We will build our pew
home, fogether

ki stood; Sunny days are meant for remembering
Home was only g few blocks awiy. She walked: passed
the frst church - they ealled it the school now, What a
pretty bulding!

It had been a school from the beginning, Church hod
alwiiys been on (he secand Noor. How Ml the parish el
out-grown its buildings! From | 50 families (o about 500
families in cleven years, Lincle Anlhony bad bailt that
first church, too



Sis Elimubeth’s Scoomd charch
Dwidicated Fele 14, 1892

“Home” was a tweestory frame house on Mitehell
Sometimes the past is less Tonely than the present, 1k
poured o tall gless of lemonade, Tound her specinl bos,
and wemt b0 the swing on the [ront porch,

She remembored her uncie’s leiers. Mama hod such a
wmile when sbe'd wee the handsome bund. How' much she
mitsed him. His being in Amenica had boen very much 2
part o Maws's decmion to come and 1o moke ber home
ere

June 21, 1893
My Deur Stater,

Swrely summer will find you well - {1 is your spectal
sedni, Sepdl some fognnberrics my way « they are fnnd
tor come by in Michigan.

Toduy, ax | wrile, we cofeBrate cighl vears an i purisi,
e family never stops growing. My children dimber
abroury 480 familics.

The Swters” house iv completed oow, fa el a0 b the
second sehoal, We keop gotting more Sidien of Chrdtann
Charity and move stbdesite Now we have 1wo sclowl
banidinges, and i & mot coough,

My favorste day o siill Sanday. After the Masses [ i
walking inthe acighbocbind, Each boose & my bome. |
am alwops welcome. Since Iitle ka5 nor bere, 1 ibare
my dimes with other ehildrea.

My, how [Tka bas growa! The preture vou som of e
family & a real fressure

Remember how papa mever undendiood wihy | bad w
study i frady ! God's providence has showmn me. Besides
the many CGerman-speaking fmifiex, we pow have sever-
ol Nafizn families Bving i the parish boundeies. They gel
mieny fugks from my elforts at falian,

Lowixe, [ um so tred these dnys, The bishop has spok-
en of my peed fora resr, Bt who woold be with my
children? Father. Spaeth sepimix pbie enouel (e & my
assistant).

I am considermg returning o Swoden, perhaps sorme
tomee in the Fall [ shall keep you informed. God'y blew-
ing o ali of the femily

Your loving brother,

F ol Aithess

Homecoming

Hmmm - what 3 'welcome he had received? The houwe
was almost too crowded to fwrm around i, Father An-
thamy was really home, home in Sweden, after 19 vedan!

But with the laughter there had been much silent
worry — the Kind that seftles in the heort. How very
worn Lhis freiest looked. The wrinkled forehend wis pre-
muture; By color was pale.

Having him home was i gil - six manths. Letting him
go the second vime scemed harder than the (v In
March Father Svemson returned 1o Detrait.

The old fady sat quictly m the swing. “Gresier love
than this mo man hus, then that ke ley down his fife .~
Father Anthony returmed. On May 27, 1296, he weni
home. He was 44 years old,

How much he and his people had accomplashed! Fam-
jlies befieved in Catholic educution, so thev built &
¢hurch/school. They found their strength in prayer. So
when their nesds sulgresw iheir buildings, they biilt big-
Hﬂf OneE.

His peaple felt responsible far their priest and sisters.
So they built a rectory and o convent.

Together in fuith, they hnd moade dreams come true.
The price had been high. Cournge, sacrifice, even a life

IHka"s smile held dadness now, the kind that tekes the
place of tears when tine has broughi its gilt of distance
She always treasured these words in her heart ihe
words the people of S1. Elirabeth hnd engraved on 2
marblc tablet in the rear of the new church



Belaved of all,

A zealons luborer in the vinevard of the Lord,
be watches over the Nack

entrusted to his care

through love, word and example.

St Elizabeih'y first canvent on Canficld, 1585,

IN-DOMINO. PRETIOSAM.OBIIT Vi ¥ AL JVN
A.D. MDCCCXCVI XLIV ANNOS NATVS

CVYNCTIS AFFAMILIS, STRENYVYS IN VINEA
PAVIT AMORE YERBO £XEMPLD

BRI P
ZEL VT Do FVAE COMEDIT Mg

St Elivabeth’s second sehool on Canfivld, 1891, 9
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Fatber Anthomy Sremvan’s Tusersl, St Eliraberh Church, May 38, 15%



II. Growing . ..
(1896 - 1927)

Multi-National Families;

Current School & Convent Built

The swingd ticklod the lebaves, lenving them indnughter.
Clouds drified by as the waves rhythmed the shoreline. Anth-
ony Ternes kiew when Adam awoke Tor the first time in

Paradiee, it must have been near a sput like this.

Anthony’s thoughts todny drifued much like the clouds
Rolling over, he pulled tho letter from his packet. propped his

head op bis hand, and read

]

Halender s sus s

Faiher Tevnes legan the Heminderin 1596

Faibar Amibony P Toraes

July 14, 18%
Rev, Anthiony 1. Ternes Is bereby appointed to the
charge of Si. Elicabeth's Church, MeDougall and
Canfield Aves, Dotroli asgue ad revocationem,

W Juhn 5. Faley
Bishop of Detroir®

Laord, will) | ever siay put? Y know, like one
place. I don't guestion Your wisdom, but I don't pretend
1o wnderstand i, either.

J'm 33 — ordained for You oaly wine years. amd You
have senl me lo fwe parishes’ You bnow my shyness,
Lond, The peaple fusd begrtn fo kaow [ like them, aml |
am FOnE

Yours, Lord Do ¥You Lnow the size of this mrrich,
Lord? 5% families and still growing’ German people - f
am af Sooe Bt ftabies, Kavbhob, Polich ’

The young, blond pricit rested again on the bank of
the river. Thene was s quicd conrage about him. As he lay
there, peace seemed 1o seithe in. It was his Lord's way
with him

*This lelter was guoded from the Letter Book, Vol 14,
with the permivsion of ihe archives of the Archdiocsie of
Dt



Fatlior Termes Fall was bt in 0897 for meitings and entorolnment.

The Charch Commiiice exbied from (be brginning of ihe parish.

This b il esrfiess known pictare of the commilbee. When Fatber Tornes evivrsed from Estope i 1900
Father Kuehnel and the parishiomen surpeised him
They lad Boughil ihiree new lells.



The Final Plan Of The Church Committee

1903 - 1904
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S Fligabein's st choar, taben befaee (956 A fiee 1906 “aniy male voboes were Ff..i.‘lf‘ o Eesisl 31
o Nlwa™,
14



Cin i ot Augast day, 908, Sister Meinwerks waitod
at the rectory door, Mo, no, Thiyv had glwayy been the
school | . until u few years ago. She smiled inside. How
life bl changed in her twenty years here at 51 Eliza-
beth's

“Came i, Sister,” The hovsekeeper welcamed the
wousuinl visr, She also surmized that news was inthe air
and foumd it part of her houschold duthes W gateh any
such sound waves. She stationed hersell ouiside the of-
Tice.

“Uorme m, Sister. Meage be scaled.™

"Thank you, Father™ He was the penileman she al-
ways found him 1o be - reserved, many parishioners said
Yes, reserved and determined. Ho, ton, was of Germon
utock

“Father. 1'madst beuve Sp. Elizabeth's. My health is not
food, s my Community calls me 1o the Motherhouse
Shiter Annunciata will arrive next week. She will do well
here.”

“You have boon a blesing, Shiter. You will be
missed.”

The housekoeper sourried wwuy, Anolher doorbiel]
toak her from ber post. She couldn's imuagine the school
without Sister Meinwerkas. The enrollment had tripled
during her principabihip. The “additien™ 16 the firn
church was almost new - fininbed just two yean ago
Now the schogl was in one building.

Father showed Sister Momwerka 1o the door, She hud
adld good bye 1w him, Fler last good byes wers (o these
buildings - o full of memories.

Acrosa the sreet on Canficld siood Father Ternes
Hall. Thai was the pastor's soluthon 10 “po room in the
inn”. The Hall was 1he meeting place lor the parish

Sivter cromsed  McDougall, and smited again. Ya,
everything chunges. The Chirch Committes and Father
Ternes had 1o rearvunge buldings. They renrranged so
much that they moved the convenl « from Canliold 1o
MeDougall! ;

And ihere stopd ber beloved school. 7860 students
Well, the Lord calls. Then it & time 1o go. These had
becn good years and good people. She wenl indbde ta be
with her Sisters.

The first church/schoal wns Bbullt i IEES, The “adilition™ m the bouk was completed in 1008,



A stillmess stole over the priest, 1t was late now and he
wits mlone in the church. The 'day had beest sich o cele-
brattom - June 21, 1910

Lord, how good it s to be bere! 25 vears these folks
have prayved sirvgglod, boghed, ormd. And moch of thut
they ofid right bere. in Your presence

So bow' do You lke Your mew Toor, Lord? Koo
whar” It's paid for! Chrostian Mother’s Society and the
sodalitres. Iint the jubiles bool gramd ! | really eajoved
reading il

Remember, Lovd, when | ached o stay pat? These
fourteen yeirs Bave been a resf grace

Then lallowed momients when o words were illowed

silepce spoke the depth of Father Ternes"soul. And
ks Lord understood,

The Kaights of 56 Johm Iulpnl cilchraic ihe firng 22 years, Juae 101, 19180



St Eliyaleth's &th grade geadunfion - 1918

Emeila Wagner, children - 1921

Emeila Wagner waited, not so putieptly, for Willlam,
her husband, Being date for church was high on her hist of
unfavorite things, Geiting the girls ready wis its own
chore, and: she had already accomphished that

Five Masses (o choose fram, und they would be lje for
the V1AM wm., the lest one. “Late™ wosn't just embar-
rassing. Sometimes "ate” was stunding!

Emegila had been conditioned by her parents, Emetla
and Jeseph Zielke, to be in the pew long belare Father
arrived, The Zielkes were among the first | 50 families 10
Begin the purish.

Emeila’s mother had warned her dowghter, “William
will B¢ late [or the wedding, and his own Tunerul, foo."”
She'd-been wrong. He had been on time for the wedding,
Adugust 28, [915 Where bhad the years gone? Six vears
and vwe children later

WA WAl .

Willlam appeared. He knew the seriousness of the
tone, [t alwovs reminded him of the call a bird gives
when defending her young. The same usually warned of
am imminent gitack

Aside lram this difference in punctuplity, he enjoved
the compariabiliny of this wondrouws woman.: Part of ls
leteness might even have been die to his pléasure o
having her noticed withi him by her side

“William, the whole world will be at 51, Elizabeth’s
oy,

“Shall we po 1o amather charoh, my dear?”

Enough, His amale had acknowledged his crime. To-
diny ll of the parish was colebruting with Father Ternes.
He had been pastor of St. Elizabeth’s for 25 years.

Emeild smiled. She liked the pricst's gentle ways, He
didn’t speak much, but kindness danced in hiseyes, Asa
child she had konown this. Mow her own children re-
sponded with the swme delight

The Wagners stood for the celebration. Abaut 110
priesis were present, So were most of the S Eliznbeth
parizhioners



Hin body felt like 84 — wm it aciual 64 yoars. An-
thony P. Térnes had praved long before he wrote thia
jetter - almost two years The doctor had spoken of a

wheelchair - how rhedmatism was changing his life.
There was a hint of autuimn in the trees. The ald man

noticed it from behind hes desk. He hod roticed mang
things through those oifice windows.

bings

He rolled 1he fetier from hes typewriter and re-read e

T

Right reverend, dsar Bishop,

The favor I beg of

that this would bs im
Emaritus of St, Ellza
wan ordained in 1906,
Pastor of 5t, Tlizabesth Farish,

th Parlebi.

sition very favorably.
this favor.

Bt, Rev, Michael J, Gallagher, D, D.

In these fow lines I am aakiln
I have worked falthfully for the Dlocoss s little over

great Cavor.

¥ ysars, and I am anxious Lo end my days 1n .!t.. Elizabath Pardiah, tha
r:lﬂl of my 1ife's work. I would coms to &se in psrson, but find it
spossible at pressni on sccount of my mevare r tism,

is to bave =y ne L]
lntad to St. tll.umh parish with u.ph. :

lutely in my confidence and I could dapend on him in every way,
oselble unlesns he were made Fastor lnd

He ls approachi
In July of this year it was

I spoke of this to you about two years age propo=
It would surely 113h1.m gy burdsn and make sy last

yeara very bappy and oy gratitude to you very great If you see flL Lo grant

Your Lordahlp's hunble and obedient servant

Detroit, Sept, 18, 1987,

of you &

Fov, William P, Schulte,

Ha is very :lm Lo =& and aboo-
I realize
n{nll‘ Pastor
hies fiftleth yesar and

1 ysare sinoe I waa made

and you looked upon the

R Janmas.

Now he'd signed his name, It was time for another,
How be huped it would be his [avorite nephew, Father
Will. The letier would go in the morning -mail, Tonight
he peeded to sex his mber Lordship . the One who
would really decide the futare. He mud: his way from
the rectory to the church

Welt, Lord — remember how | asked to sty put for a
wlife fowas o sopny, bive-sky dav on the river bank.
You 've hesrd my prayer

Al the Gymilies have beed & grace. | have known Lheir
love. And they have known mine, And You, Lord
bow mmuch [ fawe walbed in the stremgeh of Your friead-
whup.
e priest closed his tired oyes. Fe was walking (the
way he wsed fo) down Me B Loed, fouk gt s
sohiood! Remember oll the bagrars fodks fad o help with

crpenses He walked on, What & comvent! iy
envuph far thirty Sisters.

He hod often appreciated the aesthetic bty of the
umioke stack sithouetied agaiont the eveming sky. The
separate building for o heating sywiem for all the build-
ings hod als been his iden.

Suddenly laughter fled his soul. Father Ternes
opened his eyes 1o gaze on Lhis Lord, go present (n the’
abernacie.

He, Tony, had been known for vears as the jiguaws
purzle wir. The constani enlarging, moving and finafly
rchailding had tested his genius. But the purzle-prisst
had prevailed. He'd put the puesle together

He sat before bis Lord knowing the jov only o puzrle
maker knows when the pusale is lnished.

How goiwt if is 1o be fere, Lo,



wi, Flizabeth™s chunch, sobvissl and comvent as 0 wan by 1924

Assistants During Father Ternes’ Pastorate

Faiber Siephen A, WinGIF Futbhes Habert F. Klpaver
19603 1z - e



b

Faiker Lea Voo Nach Faibir Alrvander J. Wayer
(LY P . BT

Fuither VLE. Hallpeony Fatlver Len Huver
1907 « i 17

Father Joweph Schuler Father Genrpe Schliesch
9T - 12 197 - 1922



Fathey Josph Stawss Father Barmard |oeher
190 - 1926 (L r I L L

Faiher Frank Kanilman Fatter Frank Yalin
1522 - 1932 [P

Father Albert Leorge Father Bermard Grller
1%In 1904 - 1919



[II. Settling . ..

(1927 - 1942)

Processions, Novenas,
Special Ways Of Prayer

Faiher Schulie had been a chaplain in the Army. He
looked military alrighi - tall and sirsight. brash cut,
chiseled features. He looked military ainght

He had made o lo of trips o the front lines (o anoimt
the diad and dying risking Whis lle for others, 11 had
made him tough. some say oo toagh. Bal the Gatlars
end Lotiitos, the Ritters and the Shiialys - the immi-
granis and pative born know iho wir wis over

1928

People and pastor put thelr pifts together, Thai's the
say il sappoed 1o be. That'i the way il was. The people
kecw thet Chrmimas was for children, Faiker Scbulle
agreed, The children's Mass on Chrisimas was celebral
ed at Y00 am. The children wers up anyway. Dunng
May and Ociober special emphissns was filaced an devo-
tiom 1o Mary - all agreed, Family.

1929

Mobody knows whose idea it was o renovate Father
Ternes Hall. Faiher Ternes himnell was living i retire-
ment with thes new pastor who happened to be b neph-
cw. Relatives can live and work 1opether despite what
same muy say. Mo one cared much whose idea it was 10
renovade the hall, ol lessl no one wrote i down gpy-
where, Furniture, curtaing for the stage. kitchem and
mesting roomy. Both pastor and peaply were plesved

1930

“I remember when thery were houses on the cormes of
MeDougall and Willis.™

“Yeah, the parinh bought thoss bossed beck o 19307

“Whal Tor™

“They wanted 1o rosnd oul the property - the ofgunkst
bivied in one of the houses - the other wos rented oul.™

Fatbay Willinm Schubis

“Whoke idei was that™"

I dunna - good ane thoujh.”

People came from far and wide to marvel ai the ba
ty of the 5t Eluzabeth ( burch Although moncy was «
tight afier the Dopresslon, Furber Schulic and the Fa
ily did n major renpvation of the mterior af the church
accomodate 1he growing congregation

On the Feast of St Igmatius, Father Sohaltc bl
the new addition 1o the convent building. Ay the nueml
of sudents grew, so did Lhe aumber of Sisters

Father Schulte was enpoving the cnd of the war
praslinn aften 1.1;::.!.1 b ET DU, sorarilies, commaLees B
congregations, Father Schulte war at his beu wi
someone Just wanbed him 1o (nlk. Even before Vatican
people brought thesr imdrvidual conceTm. sugpesl
sucocides amd fatlerss, virtues and sim o (he poak
Parnhsoner and pasior



. Elizaheth’s Bth grade, 1929, Eovollment: 1410 stodents. The high school
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The church was redecornted in 1930 This was to prepare for Father Schalte’s Silver
Jubrites.
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I. Beginnings .

1885-18396

New Buildings: 2 Churches!
New Life As A Parish/School

She was stooped now. But otherwise aging had been
kind to Ilka. The wrinkles became her gentle, almost shy
smile as she traced the cornerstone with her finger:

The folks around thought this Romanesque structure
was old. Her uncle, the first pastor here, had built it. Ah -
Uncle Anthony. She sat down to be with her memories.

Sundays were always special in the old country. First
there was church. Papa was the musician in the family,
and he sang as loud as he played. “Oh, Lord my God . . .
” The Swedish hymn warmed her whole being.

Sunday, August 15, 1867, was one she’d never forget.
Her favorite uncle, Anthony, was leaving for the priest-
hood. All the family came by - food, laughter, singing.
She used to love to mess his wavy hair; he’d hold her high
in the air and then bring her down for a hug. Today his

hug seemed long.

Father Anthony Svensson
Founder

“Italy, little Ilka. I'm going to Italy tomorrow.”

“Little tea, mama. Uncle wants a little tea.”

Anthony studied in Italy for six years. At 21 he was
too young to be ordained. The Lord had called the young
Swede to America, and he came.

In his journal he writes:

October 24, 1884

My Lord, how dear these people are to my heart. Eleven
years I have walked with them. But You've given me so
many children here at St. Joseph’s, Lord. There are over
a thousand families!

Today I received the Bishop’s decree to begin a new
parish. I will be a father to them. We will build our new

home, together.

[lka stood. Sunny days are meant for remembering.
Home was only a few blocks away. She walked passed
the first church - they called it the school now. What a
pretty building!

It had been a school from the beginning. Church had
always been on the second floor. How fast the parish had
out-grown its buildings! From 150 families to about 500
families in eleven years. Uncle Anthony had built that
first church, too.



St. Elizabeth’s Second church
Dedicated Feb. 14, 1892

“Home” was a two-story frame house on Mitchell.
Sometimes the past is less lonely than the present. Ilka
poured a tall glass of lemonade, found her special box,
and went to the swing on the front porch.

She remembered her uncle’s letters. Mama had such a
smile when she’d see the handsome hand. How much she
missed him. His being in America had been very much a
part of Mama’s decision to come and to make her home

here.

| June 21, 1893
My Dear Sister,

Surely summer will find you well - it is your special
season. Send some loganberries my way - they are hard
to come by in Michigan.

Today, as I write, we celebrate eight years as a parish.
Our family never stops growing. My children number

about 480 families.
The Sisters’ house is completed now. In fact, so is the

second school. We keep getting more Sisters of Christian
Charity and more students. Now we have two school
buildings, and it is not enough.

My favorite day is still Sunday. After the Masses I go
walking in the neighborhood. Each house is my home. I
am always welcome. Since little Ilka is not here, I share
my dimes with other children.

My, how Ilka has grown! The picture you sent of the
family is a real treasure.

Remember how papa never understood why I had to
study in Italy? God’s providence has shown me. Besides
the many German-speaking families, we now have sever-
al Italian families living in the parish boundries. They get
many laughs from my efforts at Italian.

Louise, I am so tired these days. The bishop has spok-
en of my need for a rest. But who would be with my
children? Father Spaeth seems able enough (he is my
assistant).

I am considering returning to Sweden, perhaps some
time in the Fall. I shall keep you informed. God’s bless-
ing to all of the family.

Your loving brother,

F ot Aoty

Homecoming

Hmmm - what a welcome he had received! The house

was almost too crowded to turn around in. Father An-

thony was really home, home in Sweden, after 19 years!
But with the laughter there had been much silent

worry — the kind that settles in the heart. How very
worn this priest looked. The wrinkled forehead was pre-
mature; his color was pale.

Having him home was a gift - six months. Letting him
go the second time seemed harder than the first. In
March Father Svensson returned to Detroit.

The old lady sat quietly in the swing. “Greater love
than this no man has, than that he lay down his life ... ”
Father Anthony returned. On May 27, 1896, he went
home. He was 44 years old.

How much he and his people had accomplished! Fam-
ilies believed in Catholic education, so they built a
church/school. They found their strength in prayer. So
when their needs outgrew their buildings, they built big-
ger ones. -

His people felt responsible for their priests and sisters.
So they built a rectory and a convent.

Together in faith, they had made dreams come true.
The price had been high. Courage, sacrifice, even a life.

Ilka’s smile held sadness now, the kind that takes the
place of tears when time has brought its gift of distance.
She always treasured these words in her heart ... the
words the people of St. Elizabeth had engraved on a
marble tablet in the rear of the new church:



Beloved of all,

A zealous laborer in the vineyard of the Lord,
he watches over the flock

entrusted to his care

through love, word and example.
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St. Elizabeth’s first convent on Canfield, 1886. St. Elizabeth’s second school on Canfield, 1891.
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Parish debts were really a worry to this first pastor. (Quoted from
the Archives of the Archdiocese of Detroit)

Father James Reichenback
1895 - 1896
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Father Svensson went back to Europe. Six months later he had
regained his strength and returned to St. Elizabeth’s. This resig-

nation never took effect.
(Quoted from the Archives of the Archdiocese of Detroit)

Father Reynold Kuehnel
1896 - 1902
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II. Growing . .
1896 - 1927

ulti-National Families;
Current School & Convent Built

The wind tickled the leaves, leaving them in laughter.
Clouds drifted by as the waves rhythmed the shoreline. Anth-
ony Ternes knew when Adam awoke for the first time in
Paradise, it must have been near a spot like this.

Anthony’s thoughts today drifted much like the clouds.
Rolling over, he pulled the letter from his pocket, propped his
head on his hand, and read:

Father Ternes began the Reminder in 1896.

12

Father Anthony P. Ternes

July 14, 1896

Rev. Anthony P. Ternes is hereby appointed to the
charge of St. Elizabeth’s Church, McDougall and

Canfield Aves., Detroit usque ad revocationem.

+John S. Foley
Bishop of Detroit*

Lord, will I ever stay put? ... You know, like one
place. I don’t question Your wisdom, but I don’t pretend
to understand it, either.

I'm 33 — ordained for You only nine years, and You
have sent me to four parishes! You know my shyness,
Lord. The people just begin to know I like them, and I
am gone.

Yours, Lord. Do You know the size of this parish,
Lord? 500 families and still growing! German people - |
am at home. But Italian, Kashub, Polish ... ?

The young, blond priest rested again on the bank of
the river. There was a quiet courage about him. As he lay
there, peace seemed to settle in. It was his Lord’s way
with him.

*This letter was quoted from the Letter Book, Vol. 14,
with the permission of the archives of the Archdiocese of

Detroit.
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Father Ternes Hall was built in 1897 for meetings and entertainment.

The Church Committee existed from the beginning of the parish.
This is the earliest known picture of the committee.

When Father Ternes returned from Europe in 1901
Father Kuehnel and the parishioners surprised him.

They had bought three new bells.
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The Final Plan Of The Church Committee
1903 - 1904

’ moved

‘l @’ renovated
addition

MmcDOUGALL

and moved

The convent (#3) was to be moved to lots 8,9. House #8 built in 1885.)
was to be moved behind Father Ternes Hall, #5. House ¢. The second school on Canfield (#3) was to be
#9 was to be sold. converted into a rectory.

An addition containing eight rooms was to be added (#7) d. The former rectory (#4) was to be sold.
to the school (#6). (This #6 was the first church/school,

St. Elizabeth’s first choir, taken before 1906. After 1906 ‘““only male voices were permitted to assist at
the Mass”.



On a hot August day, 1908, Sister Meinwerka waited
at the rectory door. No, no. This had always been the
school . .. until a few years ago. She smiled inside. How
life had changed in her twenty years here at St. Eliza-
beth’s.

“Come in, Sister.” The housekeeper welcomed the
unusual visit. She also surmized that news was in the air
and found it part of her household duties to catch any
such sound waves. She stationed herself outside the of-
fice.

“Come in, Sister. Please be seated.”

“Thank you, Father.” He was the gentleman she al-
ways found him to be - reserved, many parishioners said.
Yes, reserved and determined. He, too, was of German
stock.

“Father, I must leave St. Elizabeth’s. My health is not
good, so my Community calls me to the Motherhouse.
Sister Annunciata will arrive next week. She will do well

here.”
“You have been a blessing, Sister. You will be

missed.”

The housekeeper scurried away. Another doorbell
took her from her post. She couldn’t imagine the school
without Sister Meinwerka. The enrollment had tripled
during her principalship. The “addition” to the first
church was almost new - finished just two years ago.
Now the school was in one building.

Father showed Sister Meinwerka to the door. She had
said good bye to him. Her last good byes were to these
buildings - so full of memories.

Across the street on Canfield stood Father Ternes
Hall. That was the pastor’s solution to ““no room in the
inn”’. The Hall was the meeting place for the parish.

Sister crossed McDougall, and smiled again. Ya,
everything changes. The Church Committee and Father
Ternes had to rearrange buildings. They rearranged so
much that they moved the convent - from Canfield to
McDougall! ,,

And there stood her beloved school. 760 students.
Well, the Lord calls. Then it is time to go. These had
been good years and good people. She went inside to be
with her Sisters.

The first church/school was built in 1885. The “addition™ in the back was completed in 1906.

15
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1908 four men

A stillness stole over the priest. It was late now and he
was alone in the church. The day had been such a cele-

bration - June 21, 1910.
Lord, how good it is to be here! 25 years these folks

have prayed struggled, laughed, cried. And much of that

they did right here, in Your presence.
So how do You like Your new floor, Lord? Know

what? It’s paid for! Christian Mother’s Society and the
sodalities. Isn’t the jubilee book grand? I really enjoyed
reading it.

Remember, Lord, when I asked to stay put? These
fourteen years have been a real grace.

Then followed moments when no words were allowed
... silence spoke the depth of Father Ternes’ soul. And

his Lord understood.

The Knights of St. John helped celebrate the first 25 years, June 21, 1910.



Father Joseph Stauss
1920 - 1926

Father Frank Kaufman
1922 - 1932

Father Albert George
1926

Father Bernard Loeher
1922 - 1925

Father Frank Malin
1926

Father Bernard Geller
1926 - 1929

21



I1I. Settling . .

22

(1927 - 1942

Processions, Novenas,
Special Ways Of Prayer

Father Schulte had been a chaplain in the Army. He
looked military alright - tall and straight, brush cut,
chiseled features. He looked military alright.

He had made a lot of trips into the front lines to anoint
the dead and dying, risking his life for others. It had
made him tough, some say too tough. But the Gattaris
and Lottitos, the Ritters and the Shoudys - the immi-
grants and native born knew the war was over.

1928

People and pastor put their gifts together. That’s the
way it’s supposed to be. That’s the way it was. The people
knew that Christmas was for children. Father Schulte
agreed. The children’s Mass on Christmas was celebrat-
ed at 5:00 a.m. The children were up anyway. During
May and October special emphasis was placed on devo-
tion to Mary - all agreed. Family.

1929

Nobody knows whose idea it was to renovate Father
Ternes Hall. Father Ternes himself was living in retire-
ment with this new pastor who happened to be his neph-
ew. Relatives can live and work together despite what
some may say. No one cared much whose idea it was to
renovate the hall, at least no one wrote it down any-
where. Furniture, curtains for the stage, kitchen and
meeting rooms. Both pastor and people were pleased.

1930

“lI remember when there were houses on the corner of
McDougall and Willis.”

“Yeah, the parish bought those houses back in 1930.”

“What for?”

“They wanted to round out the property - the organist
lived 1in one of the houses - the other was rented out.”

Father William Schulte

“Whose 1dea was that?”

“l dunno - good one though.”

People came from far and wide to marvel at the be:
ty of the St. Elizabeth Church. Although money was ve
tight after the Depression, Father Schulte and the Fa
ily did a major renovation of the interior of the church
accomodate the growing congregation.

On the Feast of St. Ignatius, Father Schulte bless
the new addition to the convent building. As the numt
of students grew, so did the number of Sisters .

Father Schulte was enjoying the end of the war.
pastor often speaks to groups, sororities, committees ai
congregations. Father Schulte was at his best wh
someone just wanted him to talk. Even before Vatican
people brought their individual concerns, suggestior
successes and failures, virtues and sins to the pastt
Parishioner and pastor.
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Some Gift Their Lives In
Marriage

Lt W1t B W b b e

Theresa (nee Kotlowski) and John Rudolf were married at St. Elizabeth’s on Aug. 17, 1940. Theresa has been a
member of St. Elizabeth's for 64 years; John - 45.
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Adeline (nee Wagner, Emeila’s little girl) and Bernard Mitten were married at St. Elizabeth’s on Aug. 16, 1941.
25



Assistants
During
Father Schulte’s
Pastorate

Father George Stern Father Phillip Lariviere
1929 - 1930 1933 - 1934

Father Aloysius P. Hafner Father Arnold F. Schneider Father Emil A. Capono
1930 - 1936 1932 - 1939 1931 - 1938

We regret that pictures were not
available for the following former
assistants:
Fathers
John Schmidt 1936 - 38
Leo P. Theisen 1938 - 43
Msgr. Bernard Kearns 1938
Herbert Weier 1939 - 44

Father Henry G. Fabry Father Robert Pomponi
1931 - 1932 1938 - 1943



IV. Changing ..

(1942 - 1968)

Vatican II Brings
Church Home To Its People

Twenty-six years is a long time. For over a quarter of a
century St. Elizabeth Parish flourished with the leader-
ship of Father Pfeffer.

Joseph V. Pfeffer was born on September 24, 1893 in
Chicago, Illinois. His parents were from Alsace-Lor-
raine. It was perhaps while attending St. Anthony Grade
School in Detroit, Michigan that Msgr. Pfeffer first
discovered that his call was to the priesthood.

After fulfilling all of the requirements of spiritual and
scholastic readiness, Joseph Pfeffer offered Mass for the
first time on the Feast of Corpus Christi in 1919.

He was assigned as an assistant pastor to Annuncia-
tion Parish on Detroit’s east side where he served for four
and one-half years. During this brief period he instructed
and baptized one-hundred and ninety-three converts.

On May 17, 1926 Bishop Gallagher assigned Fr.
Pfeffer to be pastor of St. Mary’s Church in Manchester

Irish Hills Shrine was designed and built by Father Pfeffer.

Monsignor Joseph V. Pfeffer

and its surrounding mission parishes. His missionary
work continued. In the Irish Hills, he designed and built
the famous Shrine and outdoor Way of the Cross.

His next assignment was to St. Vincent de Paul
Church in Pontiac, Michigan where he established twen-
ty-two Ladies Guilds which were foundations for several
other parishes later established in Pontiac.

In 1942, Monsignor Pfeffer was assigned to St. Eliza-
beth Parish. He will always be remembered for his inter-
est in the “traditional™ practices of the Catholic faith,
but his greatest contribution was his willingness to grow
with this great Catholic Church.

The Second World War brought much suffering and
hardship, but the war brought something else, too: social
awareness. The changes were gradual.
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The sanctuary of St. Elizabeth Church as it looked after the
changes in 1945.

There developed a deeper sensitivity for the working
class - a clearer understanding of the Encyclicals: “Qua-
dragessimo Anno” and “Rerum Novarum®, and a bet-
ter understanding of the call of Jesus to reach out to the
poor and the disenfranchised. Monsignor accepted this
challenge.

St. Elizabeth has always been a “melting pot™ of all
nationalities. This became even more evident under his
leadership in the 40’s and the 50's. He was very proud of
the fact that this parish is Family without allowing na-
tionality, race, or religion to be a source of division.

The customs and cultures of people of all nationalities
were respected and reinforced through music, liturgy,
devotions and education.

In March of 1949 the ground was broken for the
building of the present center. Monsignor realized that
socializing together is a preparation for spending an
eternity together. Monsignor Pfeffer and his parish Fam-
ily were here to stay!

The people had seen another war. When the new cen-
ter was dedicated, it included a plaque with the names of
those who died for their country. The country was get-
ting very tired of war. Society was asking some questions.

St. Elizabeth Recreation Center was dedicated on December 4, 1949,




Mary Filippone and students,
The Home Visitors of Mary were invited by Msgr. to share the Gospel with children March 19, 1957
in St. Elizabeth's neighborhood - approximately 1955 - 1960.

Singing, dancing and plays were always part of celebrating Msgr.’s feastday. This performance is approximately
1957.
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The church was redecorated in 1958.

The Knights of St. John, May, 1959

St. Elizabeth’s Auxiliary
Knights of St. John, May, 1959
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In 1954 St. Elizabeth High School became co-educational. This class graduated on June 13, 1965.

-

Altar boys in procession was a familiar sight during Msgr.’s pastorate.




Sometimes people and pastors do what they read in
books, or what others are doing, or what superiors tell
them to do. In the late 40's, the 50’s and the 60’s the
people and the pastor of St. Elizabeth’s simply did what
the people of this parish had always done. They were
church. The parish had been home to all from the begin-
ning.

In a way, one might say this parish did too good a job.
Italians, Poles, Germans, Kashubs and Blacks were sur-
prised after graduating from high school to find that the
world outside had much to learn about family. Today,
former parishioners and present parishioners of all na-
tionalities and races and creeds are in parts of this coun-
try living family and being church.

People do what they are. They use the gifts they have.
What else can they do? Monsignor Pfeffer was definite,
firm, and very vocal. These were his gifts. He was also
true to himself, true to his people, true to his God. He
wasn’t always right. No one is. But he was right about
what a church is - Church is Family!

Msgr. Pleffer’s greatest contribution was his willingness to
grow with this great Catholic Church. Many nationalities
would walk through these doors and feel at home.

Assistants During Msgr. Pfeffer’s Pastorate

';jf}'h il

Father Arthur Oldani Father Joseph Noelke Father Richard Thomas
1943 - 1949 1947 - 1953 1943 - 1948
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Father George Stromske Father Anthony F. Bologna Father Carl J. Groth
1948 - 1953 1949 - 1954 1953 - 1958

Father Nicholas A. Ghelfi Father Walter Burke
1954 - 1959 1958 - 1959

Father James Toba

There was a sense of pride among the
Black parishioners when Father James
Toba came to St. Elizabeth’s. Father
Toba lived at the rectory from 1966 -
1968 while he studied at U. of D.

Father Daniel C. Complo Father John Varani
1959 - 1963 1963 - 1969
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